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PASSPORT TO INDEPENDENCE
ransition from School to Work TIMELINE

The Kansas transition philosophy supports "employment for all students" regardless of disability and approaches the

activities with detail about supports for the students, their family, community, education, and community based
organizations.

Transition provides a way to assist students in successfully moving from school to adult life, while gaining self-
determination skills, building self esteem, and becoming as independent as they can be. The Transition Timeline provides
basic information on activities to assist a student in obtaining a career that will support them in life. This timeline is
targeted to parents/guardians but can also be used by students and educators.

The more that parents/ guardians are involved in the process of transition for students, the better the outcomes for those
students. When adults have expectations of participation in the process for themselves and the students, there is a sense
of empowerment that is invaluable to a student's self-esteem and personal growth.

Social Security: There is some debate about whether applying for Social Security should be included in this information.
Information on SSI: The average monthly payment is less than $500. Federal poverty level is $867. Trying
to live on Supplemental Security Income (SSI) means living below the poverty level.

Statistics show that once people start receiving Social Security disability benefits, very few ever get off of
Social Security.

Some advocate that using Social Security to help pay for things while in post secondary school is very
helpful. This makes Social Security a transitional service, not a permanent form of income. It should be
seen as a stepping stone for life.

Some parents don't want their children to stop receiving it because it seems a secure means of income.
Parents should remember that the student/adult would be living below the poverty level if on Social Security.
He/she may not want to live with you for the rest of their or your lives. Work means more opportunity to be
as independent as possible and living with a higher standard of living.

Things to Remember:

Work is the pathway to get the things you want and need.

We need to culturally change our expectations of kids. Kids have chores at home, even at early ages.
Poverty is not an option; go to work. After high school you go on to school or you get a job.

Health insurance (Medicaid) is still available through Working Healthy for many with disabilities.

Those who might face a Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) waiting list once out of school may
be eligible to receive some personal services through the WORK program with Working Healthy if they are
working.

Parents: At school, you have the power to say "This is not an appropriate Transition plan”.
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